Commentary

hopes no one else will be intelligent enough to see; in this
case however, it was perceived by another academic, F. O.
Matthiessen, as early as 1947 and recorded in his The
Achievement of T. S. Eliot, second edn. 1947, :pp. 175-6.
The Jolly Corner, as he points out, is the name of a short
story by Henry James, in which a man revisits his former
home and there meets with his former self.
Line 134. The loop in time

Another echo from Henry James. It suggests that Time
is like an endless thread that here and there may coil back
and make a loop, and so two points of contact are formed
that bring past and present together.
Line 135. The spectres show themselves.

Agatha does not yet know of the Eumenides, and is not
here consciously referring to them; what she means (to use
a more conventional phrase) are the skeletons in the cup-
board of a grown man's life that are (or may be) suddenly
revealed to him in all their horror by a meeting with his
former self. At the same time her words have (unknown to
her) a double meaning and help to prepare the audience
for spectres.
Line 141. He's taken his medicine

See note on Gerald, pp. 183-4.
Line 160. Had she been drinking ?

See note on Violet, p. 182.
Line 164.1 am very glad thai none of you ever met her.

Amy is mistaken. Agatha had in fact met her (If ii. 61)
for Harry had asked her to his wedding. Amy (who had
either not been asked, or else had refused to come) did not
know of this.
Lines 189-202. Thus with most careful devotion...

This speech is an ironic comment made by Agatha to
the audience. With wry amusement she notes how carefully
the family is falsifying reality by agreeing to pretend
that nothing has happened and by preparing false faces to
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